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Arabic traditional language lesson
The theory of transformational generative grammar
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Arabic traditional language lesson
The theory of transformational generative grammar
Abd El Qader Ibn At-Tawani
University: Ammar Thileigy Al-Aghwat
Country: Algeria

ResearchSummary

The study of language as a phenomenon and as a system of
rules has been taken up by many, whether in the past or in the
present, so successive studies have emerged from one nation
to another, starting from Greece to the Indians, reaching the
Muslims. Each one of them proposed concepts according to
their own philosophy, reference and special approach. At
present time, some theories have emerged, but the most
famous of them is "structure" theory through considering
language as a system that needs to be understood in a
scientific and descriptive method. After that, profound studies
have been followed, including the theory of the American
scientist Noam Chomsky with regard to the theory of
generative transformational syntax, in which he presented new
concepts based on a purely mental philosophy, which led
some Arab linguists to believe that it is an extension of what
our Muslim ancient scholars left, especially (Al-Khalil and
Sibawayh), as a result of the intersections we find between
Chomsky's theory and the Arab linguistic heritage.

This study shows the natural differences between them, and
that Chomsky, in spite of his intersections in his theory that
may be related to our ancient scholars, is a natural
intersection, but he was unique to present some concepts that
he came up with that no one preceded him by, neither in the
past nor in the present time. However, the principles, contents
and concepts of ancient Arab researches are completely
different from what we find in Chomsky's theory even if he
had the honor to read them and evaluate their significance.
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